
Instructions

Trimming Your Pedal Board With Wood
Part Two

By Doug Knight

Assembly

This test is just in case you screwed up on the last test fit.  Mine fits well.  I 
hope yours does, too.

To install the trim on the board, you'll need 6 screws, or more, 
depending on your board size.  I have a huge supply of 
hardware laying around the house so I can almost always find 
something that will work.  Any type of coarse thread screw is 
fine.

The most important thing is not to run through the outside of 
your trim.  Not good!  You could stack some washers under the 
head or put another piece of wood inside for thickness so you can 
use a longer screw you happen to have.  Just think it out if you're 
in this situation.
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Pick a drill that lets you have a little adjustment room as figure 
19 shows.

The location of these holes is not critical but try to get the side 
hole, closest to you in figure 20, as far into the skinny part of 
the side support as you can and still leave enough wood to be 
strong.  That will help keep the side trim from warping away 
from the board.

Figure 21 has the locations shown pretty well.  The supports are 
about 1/2" thick where my holes are and you can see the rub 
marks from my drill.
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The holes are going to splinter out the back.  It makes little difference 
here so just clean them up with a putty knife.

It's important to make the back edges of the board and the 
trim flush (even).  If you're a lefty, work the other side first.

You want the front of the board and the front trim to be tightly 
held.  Before you put a side screw in, put in that front one.

Notice, in figure 24, that the front corner of the trim is even with 
the bottom inside of the front support on the board.  Also, notice 
the 1/4" reveal along the side support.  This is for a bottom, if you 
want one.

Screws are all in.  Figure 25 shows the sequence I used.  Do 
whatever works the best for you but be sure to get the fronts 
tightly together before you screw in the sides.
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Almost done.  The worst is over.

Now it's time to fill the nail holes in the front.   This stuff 
works wonders for furniture, too... just sayin'.

Find this in the paint department of your hardware, 
lumberyard or home center.

I prefer the jar stuff, but the stick works well for this simple 
application. Use your knife to get it out and rub it in with your finger. 
It works much better.

Use your finger to fill the hole up.  Just keep squishing it down in 
until you get it done.  Wipe it with a rag to clean it up.
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Not too bad.  Just be patient and work it.

Figure 31 shows the splintered area on the right side after the 
putty application.   Could be worse.  Once the putty hardens 
up, it will become part of the wood.

I like these handles from figure 32.  Don't know why but 
they just seem right.  A brass one would be nice on the 
stained trim though.
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I measure to the center and eyeball the handle, but I've been doing 
this stuff a long time.  When you mart, mark very lightly so you 
don't dent the finish.

Figure 34 has a little trick for you... works too.

I'm lucky in that I still have a majority of my small power tools.  I've 
sold so many tools over the years that I'm not totally sure what I have 
left half the time!  Figure 35 shows my torque driver, for driving 
screws. There's a funny story about that thing but I won't put it in 
here.  Check the Pedalboard Q&A.  I'll post it there.

Congratulations!   You did it.   It may not be as fancy as those high 
dollar boards, but it is every bit as good in serviceability.   If one of 
your guitar playin' buddies makes fun of your board, ask him what he 
paid for his.  Then just smile when he tells you.

Thanks for building along, especially if you bought a kit.  Check 
Guitar-Muse for updates or more options.  A top is coming!
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